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suspension of traditional liberties in adapting words to context, he 
raises needless suspicion either of his candor or of his competence. 
But all this refers to the non-essential part of the book. The 
remainder, in spite of the unfortunate introduction, is worthy of 
rank as an event in the history of social science. No serious student 
of the essentials of social problems can afford to consider the argu- 
ment res ad judicata until it shall have been weighed in many balances 
and tested in many crucibles. This Journal will give liberal space to 
criticism of Dr. Bentley's hypothesis. My own impression, which 
I shall hold subject to correction, is that his theory of social 
motivation substitutes for the individual billiard balls by which he 
supposes others to explain social dynamics, group boulders, in 
which his account leaves no more place for psychic factors, than 
we can discover in the masses of rock that make up an avalanche. 

Albion W. Small 



Wage-Earner's Budgets: A Study of Standards and Cost of 

Living in New York City. By Louise Bolard More. 

With a preface by Franklin H. Giddings. New York; 

Henry Holt and Co., 1907. 

This interesting little volume is the first fruits of the Greenwich 

Social Settlement resident fellowship for the scientific investigation 

of various social and economic aspects of city life. 

The study has the intelligent backing of the influential Green- 
wich House Committee on Social Investigations, composed of E. R. 
A. Seligman, as chairman, with Franz Boas, E. T. Devine, L. Far- 
rand, F. H. Giddings, H. R. Seager, and V. G. Simkhovitch as fel- 
low members. Mrs. More is the first holder of the fellowship 
and has embodied in the present volume the results of an intensive 
study carried on extensively. The data represent a selection intelli- 
gently and scientifically made. Under the exigencies of the case 
families of the poorest type were excluded, and a few small shop- 
keepers are included. On the whole the figures are valuable, 
because of the sane, scientific use made of them. The author estab- 
lished cordial personal relations with the families studied, and was 
thus enabled to overcome the inherent prejudice of artisan families 
against the amateur sociologist on the one hand, and was fortunate 
on the other hand in being able to prevail on the majority of fami- 
lies studied to keep simple accounts. After preliminary methodo- 
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logical and geographical considerations the budgets are taken up 
for analysis. Each family is studied by occupation, nativity, size, 
income, and expenditures. 

Sixteen tables are devoted to this important part of the investi- 
gation: statistical description of each family; relation of number 
of children to total size of family ; number and percentage of fami- 
lies having incomes within classified groups; expenditures and per- 
centage of expenditures for various purposes by classified incomes 
and size of family ; comparison of expenditures of twenty-five fami- 
lies of various sizes, having incomes between $800 and $900; 
expenditures and percentage of expenditures for various purposes 
by classified income and nativity of head of the family ; income and 
expenditures per family by nativity of head of family with per- 
centage of expenditures for various puposes ; a study of sources of 
income; distribution of amount devoted to sundries in families in 
which expenditures for sundries is a given percentage of entire 
expenditure; analysis of expenditures included under sundries by 
general nativity of head of family; families reporting a surplus or 
deficit, or neither surplus nor deficit, with the amount, by nativity 
of head of family; number of families of skilled and unskilled 
laborers, and of clerks, etc., by classified income; relative skill by 
nativity of heads of families; incomes and expenditures of 
dependent families; comparison of incomes and expenditures 
of dependent families, with averages for all families, by 
classified incomes; comparison of dependent, independent, and all 
families having incomes under $600, and also of those having 
incomes under $900. The standard of living is studied very care- 
fully, both in a general way, and by types of graded incomes, 
under $600, under $900, under $1,200, and over $1,200. A descrip- 
tion and analysis of family budgets follows, and the present inves- 
tigation is lucidly compared with those of Le Play, Engel, Booth, 
Rowntree and the U. S. Department of Labor. The conclusions, 
which are truly conservative, and are understatements rather than 
overstatements, are of interest. The average size of family was 
5.6, the average income for the 200 families was $851.38. The 
average expenditure was $836.25, as follows: food $363.42; rent 
$162.26; clothing $88.45; light an d fuel $42.46; insurance $32.35; 
sundries $147.31. The average surplus was $15.13. 

In the author's opinion a "fair living wage" for a workingman's 
family of average size in New York City should be at least $728 a 
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year, or a steady income of $14 a week. And in this she is right. 
If she errs she does so by way of understatement rather than over- 
statement. It is to be hoped that this study will make school, and 
will be followed by similar studies, on more extensive plans, both in 
New York and in the nation at large. 

Hugo P. J. Selinger 
Chicago 



A valuable reading list on the care of dependent children is pub- 
lished by the Brooklyn Public Library, entitled The Welfare of 
Children. It is a useful index on various phases of this subject. 

C. R. H. 



